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Rector’s Letter: 
 

 

A quick review of the annual meeting; the parish had an astonishing year in 2014.  It was a year of 

celebrating and adapting the traditions of the parish.  It was a year to discover God’s vision for St. 

Barnabas as the community moves forward.  It was a year of renewed energy to care for the gifts our 

ancestors have given to us. 

 

Now, in the opening months of 2015 as the congregation prepares to receive its new rector, the 

community has the opportunity to articulate its distinctive features as the body of Christ in this area.   

St. Barnabas has several distinctive feature which sets it apart in Arroyo Grande. In our worship we 

have a unique way of expressing our love and praise for God in Christ.  Growing out of that devotion 

is our desires to share that good news with our neighbors through our service.  We bring an 

intellectual curiosity to understand how the kingdom of heaven becomes a living reality in the present 

moment. 

 

So as the year begins I anticipate that this will be a year to grow in joy and devotion to the good news 

we find in Christ. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Merritt Greenwood 

Interim Rector 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DIRECTORY 
 

The Rev. W. Merritt Greenwood, Interim Rector    Janis Johnson, Minister of Music 
The Rev. Jeremy Bond, Retired     Sandy Matson, Parish Administrator        
Meigs Ingham & Karen Reinecke,    Brian Petersen, Treasurer 
   Thrift Shop Administrators     Valerie Beard, Financial Secretary   
          
 

Vestry                                                                       Delegates to Convention 
 

Jason Manville, Senior Warden                 Chris Finch  
David Beard, Junior Warden     Tony Garay 
        Judy Gilbert 
        David Ottesen 
Sam Agbo              Kevin Pence    Tricia Ottesen 
Wanda Bailey         Francey Ward    Phil West, Alternate 
Ed Haworth  James Zeuschner     
Trisha Ottesen   
        
     Alison Fesler, Clerk to the Vestry 
 

                    

Submissions to The Chimes are due the 20th of each month. Send to: 
stbarnabaschimes@gmail.com  

 

FEBRUARY 
 

   
 
            

   BIRTHDAYS                   ANNIVERSARIES  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       

          

                                                                                                               

  

 
           Note: If we have missed your birthday or 
           anniversary please contact the church office 
            (489-2990) so that we don’t miss it again. 
                          Thanks, Sandy 
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  6  Louise & Robert Denslow-Selders 
20  Tracy & Randy Scovil  

  5    Doug Parish     21 Boots Taylor 
  9    Mary Lou Hart     20 Ann Feather 
14    Laura Horsley     23 Chris Finch 
        Rev. Merritt Greenwood    26 Francey Ward 
17    Rebecca Pence     28     Pam Jones 
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     SENIOR LUNCHEON MONDAY February 23  
 Doors open at 11:30       Luncheon Served at 12 o’clock Noon 
          
St. Barnabas Church welcomes all seniors, caretakers and guests to the Senior Luncheons 
on the last Monday of every month in McHugh Parish Hall.  We are in our third year enjoying 
the fun and fellowship of this Senior Ministry.   Have you attended a Senior Luncheon?  If not, 
you have a personal invitation to come enjoy the delights of a luncheon specially prepared for 
you by the St. Barnabas Church Senior Luncheon Team! Come early to meet and greet!                                                                 
SENIOR LUNCHEONS ALWAYS THE LAST MONDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 

Bible Study 
 

The Tuesday morning Bible study group is wrapping up the book of James on January 27. We will begin the 
book of Acts on February 3. If you've ever thought about joining a Bible study group, this would be a great 
time. 
 
Father Merritt leads us in Morning Prayer at 9 am, and our discussion begins at 9:30. If your schedule is tight, 
join us for either part. 
 
We are an informal group, welcoming beginners and "old hands." We use a study guide which helps us to see 
both the context within which the scripture was written and it's applicability to contemporary life. Copies of the 
new study guide will be available February 3. 
 
We would love to have you join us. Come and see. 
 
Judy and Mary Ann 
 
 

FLOWER AND CANDLE DONATIONS 

There are still openings for flower and candle donations in 2015.  Donating flowers or candles for the altar is a 

wonderful way to remember loved ones who are no longer with us, or celebrate anniversaries or birthdays for 

those who are still present.  Here are some frequently asked questions: 

 How do I sign up for flowers or candles? 

o Email or call Jane Delgadillo (jfesler123@aol.com or 489-8815)  

--or-- 

o Email or call the church (saintbarnabas@sbcglobal.net or 489-2990) 

I’ll take your information and we’ll find the right spot for your special contribution.  

 How much does it cost? 

o Candles cost $5.00 per dedication.  You can write a check to St. Barnabas with a memo “Altar 

Guild – candles” and either drop it in the plate or send it to the church office. 

o Flowers cost $35.00 plus tax ($38.06 total).  Our provider is Grand Bouquet in Arroyo Grande 

and they will bill you directly. 

 

 Other questions? 

I’ll be glad to answer any other questions you may have.  Just give Jane Delgadillo a call (489-8815) or email 
(jfesler123@aol 
 
 

mailto:jfesler123@aol.com
mailto:saintbarnabas@sbcglobal.net
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THIS IS YOUR THRIFT SHOP  
 
As a ministry of St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, our Thrift Shop is called to do God's work in the community by 
providing usable donated items at affordable prices, distributing proceeds to local community outreach 
programs and contributing to the support of the church ministries.   

 
ARE YOU A THRIFT SHOP VOLUNTEER STEWARD?   
 
Are you one of the 49 scheduled and non-scheduled volunteer stewards who gave over 5000 hours in 
2014 to support this important church ministry?   
 
The work of the VOLUNTEER STEWARDS makes it possible for the Thrift Shop outreach ministry to 
support 12 Community Outreach programs.  
 
The Thrift Shop outreach recipients in 2014 were: 
Wilshire Hospice 
5 Cities Meals on Wheels 
Hospice 
Women's Shelter Program 
5 Cities Christian Women 
Food Bank Coalition of SLO 
Child Development Resource Center 
SLO Literacy Council 
Community Action Partners SLO 
Caring Callers 
Captive Hearts 
5 Cities Homeless Coalition 
 
Come visit us any time and see this important work of your church in action!  We are open Tuesday 
thru Friday from 10am to 4pm and Saturday from Noon to 4pm.   
 

 
 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 5:30 pm on February 17 

 
We will gather in the Parish Hall for pancakes and REAL VERMONT MAPLE SYRUP. The Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew is sponsoring this last celebration before the beginning of Lent. 
 

 
Ash Wednesday, February 18 

 
There will be two services for the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday. At 10:00 am there will be a quiet 
service. At 6:30 pm there will be a service which will include music. 
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Why is Financial Stewardship Important? 
 
In our daily lives we are continuously asked to contribute our time, talent and treasure to many causes.  Our 
financial support often goes to those organizations we believe can make a meaningful difference.  We give 
because we believe they can change our life and the lives that are benefitted because of the work that they do.  
We make choices, who to support, whom to set aside or decide not to support. 
 
St. Barnabas is in need of your continuous financial support.  It’s not just about an item from the budget or 
paying the gas and electric bill or making sure that our roof doesn’t leak.  It’s about what St. Barnabas provides 
for us and how in order to meet our needs we must offer our support.   
 
We recently completed the parish profile as we take the journey to finding our new rector.  Our Vision is to be 
God’s discerning, inclusive Christ-centered church, engaged in outreach ministry, growing 
discipleship and life changing worship.   
 
There are costs associated with achieving our vision.  Let’s take for example life changing worship.  We have 
over 100 worship services in a year and in the past year have grown to an average of 125 worshippers at 
Sunday services including 15 children.  We have an opportunity to gather at a beautiful site, hear the word of 
God, rejoice with music and song and then share in fellowship after the service.  We are truly blessed with the 
facilities and equipment we have to participate in this meaningful worship lead by our rector, music director and 
lay ministers.  Our ability to continue to participate in meaningful and life changing worship requires financial 
support today and in the future as we continue to grow.   
 
The Stewardship Committee is working to gather and share meaningful information regarding the cost 
associated with worship, outreach and growing discipleship.  As individuals we are asked to support many 
causes, St. Barnabas needs your support. 
 
Janette Sofranko, Stewardship Committee 

 

Expanding Midweek Worship 

 
Beginning on Wednesday, February ll, we will have a weekly service of Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm in the 
church. The rite is one of the deeply moving parts of the Book of Common Prayer. The service provides a 
means for the community to gather to put a period on the day that has passed.. 
 
Additionally, everyone is invited to gather in the library on Tuesday mornings at 9 am for Morning Prayer. 
 

 
The Bishop is Coming 

 
The Spiritual Formation Committee is putting together an all church book study on the Bishop’s latest book, 
Unearthing my Religion. The study will be on March 5, 12 and 19 from 6 to 8 pm. Bishop Mary will lead a 
conversation on Sunday, March 22, at 3 pm on the book. Books are being ordered and will be available soon. 
 

 
Confirmation and Inquirers Class 

 
In preparation for Bishop Mary’s annual visit on April 26, a confirmation class will be offered the six Tuesdays 
prior to the visit, beginning March 17, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Confirmation is the rite whereby we renew the 
promises of the baptismal covenant. This is a means for us to deepen our commitment to Christ and Christ’s 
church as it is found in the Episcopal Church. 
 
If you would like to explore the possibility of confirmation, please sign up on the sheet in the narthex of the 
church and speak with Merritt Greenwood. 
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