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Rector’s Letter: 
 
 

 

Easter by surprise! 
 
I have just made a list from memory of the various encounters with our risen Lord by the disciples.  This is a list 
from my memory, and it does not pretend to be complete, or for that matter particularly accurate.  So here is 
my list: an empty tomb, dawn, angels, breaking of bread, a fish fry, earthquakes, an instruction to go back to 
Galilee, locked rooms being opened, and touch.  The resurrection list is notable for its diversity. The list moves 
from the cosmic, geological actions to the very personal and intimate.  In all of them we hear of God entering 
into a new relationship which gives hope and life to all people who are swept into the grace of God. 
 
In this Easter season where will we be surprised by God bringing us new life?  Where are the renewed 
relationships giving us new life and hope?  Where are the transformed relationships?  In all of these moments 
we are surprised by Christ coming to us in such personal ways.  In these bleak moments we are always 
surprised by the new life coming to us in the risen Christ. It is surprising! It is unexpected! It is a gift! 
 
Easter Sunday is always a day for singing. It is the one Sunday of the year when those of us who do not sing 
particularly well are free to belt out the hymns of praise.  We are given the grace to respond to the surprising 
life of God in the risen Christ from the depths of our hearts. 

 
So this Easter…SING!  Sing with joy for the life of the risen Christ. 
 
May you have joyous Easter! 
 
Merritt 
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Jason Manville, Senior Warden                 Chris Finch  
David Beard, Junior Warden     Tony Garay 
        Judy Gilbert 
        David Ottesen 
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Wanda Bailey         Kevin Pence    Phil West, Alternate 
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Ed Haworth  James Zeuschner 
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Submissions to The Chimes are due the 20th of each month. Send to: 
stbarnabaschimes@gmail.com  

 

      APRIL 
 

   
 
            

   BIRTHDAYS                   ANNIVERSARIES  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

       

          

                                                                                                               

          

            

 

 

 
           Note: If we have missed your birthday or 
           anniversary please contact the church office 
            (489-2990) so that we don’t miss it again. 
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  2 James & Joyce Bettles 
 David & Sharon Williams 
19 Ed & Ann Mathias 
20 Henry & Stephanie Brazil 
21 Brian & Charmaine Petersen 

  3 Zachary Manos 19 Vivian Meyer 
 Henry Brazil  20 Stephanie Brazil 
  9 Judy Burdick  23 Ginger Cline 
11 Gail Applegate  David Grant 
 Mark Matson  28 Kim MacMillan 
15 Spencer Napier 
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             !!SENIOR LUNCHEON MONDAY APRIL 27!!  
                       Doors open at 11:30 
          Luncheon Served at 12 o’clock Noon 
      SAVE THE DATE 
    
  

 St. Barnabas Church welcomes all seniors, caretakers and guests to the Senior Luncheons on the last 
Monday of every month in McHugh Parish Hall.  We are in our fifth year enjoying the fun and fellowship of this 
Senior Ministry.   Have you attended a Senior Luncheon?  If not, you have a personal invitation to come enjoy 
the delights of a luncheon specially prepared for you by the St. Barnabas Church Senior Luncheon Team!   
           
                      Your Senior Luncheon Team:  Rosemary Cleaves, Karen Reinecke,  
           Marilyn Cockshott, Kathy and Jeremy Bond, Meigs Ingham    
        
 
 
 

The Changing Shape of the Chimes 

In the past year there has been an ongoing conversation about how to most effectively communicate the news 

of the parish to the community.   The St. Barnabas community generally does a good job of communicating the 

good news to the community.  But we want to do better.  There will be a notable change in the shape of the 

Chimes.  

This will be the last edition of the newsletter in this form.  In the future the various components of the 

Chimes will be published in a timely manner.  Postings will be made in the blog on the parish website two times 

a week.  You are encouraged to check the website regularly for the most current news.  Reflections from the 

rector and other members of the community will appear on the blog.  Everyone on the parish mailing list will 

receive the Weekly E on Thursday morning.  And of course, the Sunday bulletin will continue to have the latest 

announcements of parish activity. 

Kim MacMillan will become the blog content manager. Any announcements and articles you would like to 

submit for publication will continue to be sent to the stbarnabaschimes@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
Canterbury Shire Open House 
 
Please join us on Wed., May 6th for our Shire Open House from 6-8pm at St. Stephen's!  Our students are 
working hard to get our space ready, and we hope to unveil our new logo at that time! 
 
We will be serving hors d'oeuvres and light refreshments, and you can tour our new ministry center and 
worship space (including our new Zafus!) and mingle with the young adults who have been involved with the 
formation and direction of The Shire. 
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Grace is Operative 

Recently my life has been plagued with a series of unfortunate events. 

 A couple of weeks ago we were at lunch; the bill was presented and I paid with a credit card.  When the bill 

was returned to the table I signed it and carefully placed the receipt in my pocket.  The next day I went to pay 

another bill only to realize I did not have the credit card in my wallet.  Panic sets in.  I call the restaurant to 

learn that I had left the card at the table and that I could pick it up at my convenience.  When I picked up the 

card I was greeted by a very sympathetic staff. 

Two days later I went to the grocery store, having made a detailed shopping list on my smart phone.  At the 

grocery store I put the phone down to pick up a bag of sugar, and go on my way.  Four hours later I realize 

nothing had beeped, dinged, rung or vibrated for the past four hours. Panic set in with the realization I had lost 

my phone and my connection with the world.  I dashed back to the store, to be calmly informed that yes, they 

had found my phone and had sent a text on it to the last person I texted to tell them that they have my phone.  

In fact, the phone had never been lost, I just didn’t know it. 

A week later, we had been dog sitting for a dear friend.  The dog escaped from the apartment when the 

landlord stopped in to check on some repairs.  The dog had a spectacular run down Brighton Ave. and up 

Grand Ave., and had crossed Oak Park twice.  Several people had attempted to corral the dog, to no avail.  

Finally a dear lady at the Farmers Market in the Smart and Final lot caught the dog.  Happily, someone had 

suggested that I report the lost dog to county animal control.  As soon as I had finished the call, someone 

called in to report that they had brought a large black dog home from the Farmers Market, could animal control 

help?  Oh the joy at being reunited, and the joy of not having to make a call to the effect of ‘oh by the way I’ve 

lost your dog’ was almost overwhelming. 

These are three small, random examples of the idea that grace is operative.  That is, grace works in and 

through our lives in profound ways, in simple ways and apparently by random chance.  In all three instances I 

was met by surprising (perhaps spontaneous) communities of care and concern.  At each step in these events 

my fears where met with assurances that someone really did care. Surprisingly, all of the someones turned out 

to be a complete strangers. 

Another insight from these occurrences.  I had stopped paying attention to what was going on around me.  

These are reminders that one of the important disciplines of the faithful life is paying attention to what is going 

on around me/us.  In paying attention to the little things we will find the surprising gifts of God which give life to 

our souls. 

 

Faithfully, 

Merritt 
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Matthew Fox 
Visionary Theologian and Author 

A Spirituality for the 21st Century: 
Becoming Transformative Agents 
of Wholeness 
Friday April 10 and Saturday April 11, 2015 

St Stephens Episcopal Church 
1344 Nipomo Street ~ San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
805-543-7212 
The modern age developed knowledge but at the expense of wisdom. The result has been ecological disaster, 
destitution for the indigenous peoples everywhere, loneliness and a loss of meaning and shared values in our lives. 
Religions have too often promoted an exclusivism which has rent the human family apart and separated us from 
what unites us.. We need a spirituality which brings wisdom back to our relationship with nature, to our work, to our 
educational systems, to “all our relations.” One that speaks to the "aching hearts" of the younger generation. 
 
In the Friday evening lecture Matthew Fox will explore how Creation Spirituality can help us move to hope by 
awakening us to our divine origins, to the new creation story from science, to eco-justice and gender justice, to the 
wisdom shared in faith traditions of East and West and of indigenous peoples everywhere. 
 
In the Saturday workshop we will continue this exploration through dance and through reflections on the Cosmic 
Christ and also the awakening of the Divine Feminine and the Sacred Masculine and how we can unleash the 
creativity that leads to sustainability.. A new balance of Yin and Yang, Feminine and Masculine, is needed. In these 
ways we can be transformative agents of healing and wholeness in the 21st Century. 

 
Join Us for a weekend of exploration 
April 10 Friday Night Lecture, Q&A and Book Signing 6-8:30 $25 
April 11 Saturday Workshop 10-1 $40 
 
Deborah Heartwood, Event Coordinator for more details 
805-709-0284 dheartwood@gmail.com 
 
Please mail a registration with your name, address, email, and phone number Supporters 

along with your check payable to: St Stephens Episcopal Church c/o Fox 
1344 Nipomo Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 
Tickets will be held at the door for you 
Tickets at the day of the event on availability 
Student Discount: Friday Night $10/Saturday $15 
matthewfox.org           ststephensslo.org 
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St. Barnabas                                             
Episcopal Church 

 
March 29th – April 5th  

 
 

   Palm/Passion Sunday  
 

 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 

We will meet in the courtyard for the procession of Palms 
10AM Church School will provide a dramatic Reading of the Passion 

 
 

Tuesday 
9:00 am    Morning Prayer 

 
Wednesday  

5:30 pm    Diocesan Blessing of oils at St Luke’s, Atascadero 
6:30 pm    Evening Prayer 

 
Maundy Thursday  

 6:00 pm    Parish Dinner with foot washing – Parish Hall 
7:00 pm   Eucharist and stripping of the altar - Sanctuary 

 

Good Friday 
  

3:00 pm – Community service at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. 
 

6:30 pm – Good Friday service at St. Barnabas 

 
 Holy Saturday  

    9:30 am – Holy Saturday Liturgy 

 
 Easter Sunday 

6:00 am Great Vigil of Easter  
                       8:00 am Parish breakfast       
                            10:00 am Eucharist 
 

Easter egg hunt following the 10:00 am service  
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