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Have you ever noticed that we don’t always see or understand something that is right
in front of us? The picture on the cover or your bulletin or on the screen is called “the
man and his three daughter.” The man is easy to see, but the daughters are not
obvious. We would say they are hidden, except they are right there. Do you see
them? Once I reveal the daughters to you, it will be hard not to see them.
And, here are the three daughters. Once you see or understand it is hard not to see
them. This is what I hope to do with today’s Gospel reading. I hope to show you
something about the teachings of Jesus that you might not have understood. And, I
pray that you not be able to unsee what has been revealed.
As followers of Jesus we often like to say that Jesus is the path. This second part of
the Trinity, this God who became man is the path to salvation and eternal life. I
certainly believe this is true, but Jesus is also a teacher of wisdom. He is the path, but
he also reveals the path to us, and that path is always movement towards love,
towards wholeness, towards union with God. Anything in the Bible, anything in the
teachings of Jesus, anything in our spiritual journey that does not lead to love,
wholeness and union is a distraction, and we must continue to sift through the
teachings of Jesus until we see how it fits into love, wholeness and union.
Today’s Gospel reading is known as the “Parable of the Talents.” There is another
version of this parable in the Gospel according to Luke, but today we are looking at
Matthew’s version. In this parable we have a man or master and we have three slaves
or servants. Two of the slaves do well in the eyes of the man by earning more money
or talents and the third slave is condemned by the man for burying the money and
not providing an increase in the talents.
Now, the traditional interpretation of this parable is that it is a lesson about money or
wealth. The traditional interpretation seems to have Jesus supporting our twentyfirst century views of capitalism and the accumulation of wealth. Sometimes we
forget that capitalism is a modern way of thinking. Sometimes we forget that any
economic system is a human invention. God does not support one economic system
over another, but we know from the Bible and from Jesus that God wants any
economic system to ensure compassion for all. We are to care for the widow and the
orphan. We are to feed the hungry and shelter the homeless. As followers of Jesus
we know that any economic system must care for all. And, two thousand years ago,
Jesus lived in an agrarian society that had no economic growth. If one person was to
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accumulate more wealth then it had to come from another person. Thus, it was
considered gauche and crass to accumulate wealth and take from others. Two
thousand years ago it was the third slave who did the proper thing. Two thousand
years ago, the man and the first two slaves are the ones who went against the
prevailing moral code of the day. So, what is going on with this teaching of Jesus? Is
he just reenforcing the adage that the rich get richer and the poor get poorer? I think
not. So, let’s look for another meaning to this parable that fits with love, wholeness,
and union.
There is a second traditional interpretation of this parable that hinges on the word
“talent.” Two thousand years ago a talent was equal to twenty years of daily wages.
So, it was a lot of money. But, today to us the word “talent” means something else.
We define “talent” as a natural aptitude or skill. Synonyms include gift, knack, or
ability. And, when we use this contemporary definition then the Parable of the
Talents takes on another meaning. In this way Jesus’ parable means we are supposed
to use and hone our natural aptitudes and skills. As followers of Jesus we believe that
all of our blessings are gifts from God including the gift of our natural aptitudes and
skills. The gift of piano playing is to be honed and improved. An aptitude with
numbers is to be used to earn a daily wage. A skill with writing is to be used to help
others grow. Talents are to be shared and grown. Our churches are especially
dependent on the sharing of talents. With stewardship we don’t just talk about
money. Instead, we say that stewardship is the sharing of the time, talent, and
treasure that has been gifted to us by God. So, perhaps Jesus is encouraging all of us
to share our talents with the church so that we can do all of those good things that a
church is supposed to do. I guess in this way today’s Parable is teaching us
something that is in line with love, wholeness, and union with God. Not much of a
stretch to see how sharing of talents can lead to the good things. There is wisdom in
this traditional interpretation of the parable, but I think there is even a better
meaning. And, once you hear this, I hope you can never stop seeing it.
Now, I am one that believes God is unchanging. God doesn’t change, but God does
continue to reveal more and more about God. Two thousand years ago, perhaps
when humanity was finally ready for it, God came into the world as a baby boy that
we know as Jesus. This is the biggest step change in our understanding of God, and it
may be the biggest leap forward that occurs until the next coming of Jesus. In the
meantime, I believe that God continues to try to move human beings, both as
individuals and as a species, to a next level of consciousness. God continues to move
human beings to an evolving understanding in which we see God in us. God is in you.
God is in me. God is in each and every one of us. But, we do so much to deny and
dampen this beauty. We cling to a false self that is based on fear, anger, envy, sorrow,
regret, greed, arrogance self-pity, guilt, inferiority, jealousy, lies and resentment.
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Through Jesus, God reveals to us the path to move away from this false self and into
the beauty that God intends for us.
As God continues to reveal more and more to us that knowledge builds on itself. It is
cumulative and is always moving outward toward ever greater discovery. It is like a
snowball rolling down a hill in which it keeps building on itself and rolling faster.
This is the spiritual path that Jesus leads us on both with his being and by his
teachings. Jesus shows us the way to love and to wholeness, and these snowball into
union with God. This is a union that is our birthright and our destiny. And in that
union with God we grow into joy, peace, love, hope, sharing, serenity, humility,
kindness, benevolence, friendship, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and grace.
Isn’t this a change of direction that you want in your life and in the lives of your loved
ones? When we stop clinging to the past and an old shallow way of thinking and
when we embrace change then we begin participating in this future that God has in
store for us.
I wonder if this is the meaning of today’s Gospel reading. “For to all those who have,
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away.” This is a truism that fits with the
realms of spirit and wisdom. Spirit and wisdom increase and evolve with use. They
snowball down the hill. Conversely, things of this material world decrease with use.
They dwindle away which is why our consumer worldview is unsustainable.
So, if life seems like it is stagnating during this time of the Coronavirus, then maybe it
is time to double down on the spiritual work. Are you spending time on your
spiritual practices? Are you talking to God? Are you listening for God? Are you
studying the Bible and other meaningful resources? Are you watching the birds in
the trees and digging in the soil? Are you mindful of your blessings and grateful for
what you already have? Are you finding ways to serve others even as you shelter at
home? Are you dancing with joyous abandon even when you are alone?
And speaking of dancing, let me digress for a moment. Sometimes in the dance of life,
we can tell that have taken a step backward or a step forward in our capacity to love.
Sometimes we can only see this movement in hindsight. And, sometimes it seems like
our pathway towards love is a dance in which we take two steps forward, followed by
one step backward. Back and forth we go, praying that there are more steps forward
than backward. This can be true for us as individuals, and sometimes we see this
movement in our communal life. Our recent election cycle may feel like this to many
of you. It does to me. And, the curious thing is that some feel like we are currently
moving forward, and others feel like we are not. Can you see us all moving around in
a complex dance with some moving forward and some moving backwards. We are
not all moving in the same direction, but are still in this dance together. And, I hope
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and pray that we are all dancing to the rhythm that is the heartbeat of love. This
communal dance is part of the realm of spirit and wisdom, isn’t it?
But, back to today’s message. There are a lot of ways to practice our spirituality and
maybe, even as the case count goes up, and the dust settles with our nation, it is time
to double down on the realms of spirit and wisdom.
I believe that the Parable of the Talents is about the realms of spirit and wisdom. The
more these realms are practiced, the more they snowball and pick up strength. The
two who took action to increase their spiritual practices, gained much. God praised
them and pointed out that they would be rewarded with more and more love,
wholeness, and union with God. The one who buried his spirituality, gained nothing.
God points out the peril and waste of this person’s potential. Do you see it?
Remember when a story or teaching in the Bible is not in alignment with love,
wholeness and union, then it is a teaching that is not of God. So, look for another
meaning that is.
And, I know that a lot of you here today are working hard at your spiritual journeys.
You recognize the God who is already within you, and you help others do the same.
You are evolving into union with God.

