
  

 
 

A Daily Devotional for December 1-25, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These daily offerings have been written from the hearts of those who contributed reflections for the 
Advent Devotional. After you read the daily scripture passage and devotional reading, you may want 
to pause and reflect on what you have read. What is the meaning for your personal journey? How 
does it prepare you for the celebration of Jesus’ birth?  

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church 



 1 

Thursday, December 1 
 
Luke 20:27-40 
Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him a question, “Teacher, 
Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow 
and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 
then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally, the woman 
also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are 
considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in 
marriage. Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being 
children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about 
the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” Then some of the scribes 
answered, “Teacher, you have spoken well.” For they no longer dared to ask him another question. 
 

Todd R. Long 
Bible teachers often use this passage from Luke’s Gospel (20:27-40) to discuss the clever way Jesus 
sometimes disarmed his critics. It really is a bit of brilliant rhetoric whereby Jesus turned scripture against the 
Sadducees’ assumptions about resurrection life, just as they had attempted to do against Jesus. But what has 
always fired my imagination is the less remarked upon detail we get in Jesus’s retort: there is no marriage in 
heaven. 
 
The Christian scriptures provide few specifics about resurrection life. What we get is mostly poetical: dreamy 
visions, bright gemstone metaphors, and soothing talk of every tear being wiped away—cheery stuff, no 
doubt, but lacking in specificity. The Apostle Paul does tell us that we’ll have bodies, but he says they’ll be very 
different from our current ones, for they will be imperishable (I Corinthians 15); and, the “Road to Emmaus” 
story (Luke 24) suggests that we’ll be shape-shifters to boot. This suggests a pretty radical departure from 
earthly life. 
 
How radical? I don’t know, but I do know that Jesus’s response to the Sadducees falsifies what we very often 
hear Christians say about the afterlife. How many times have you heard someone say, upon a parent’s death, 
something like: “Hallelujah, mom is reunited with dad in heaven; I’m sure they’re drinking lemonade on their 
front porch on a sunny day”? As if mom and dad are just carrying on with married life (presumably without 
all the problems).  
 
Perhaps such expressions are really just coping behaviors in the face of great loss, or perhaps they are ways of 
expressing one’s hope or commitment to flourishing life after death. But for any of us tempted to think that 
such comforting words are literally true (or close to true), Jesus’s pronouncement is a real shocker. We won’t 
be married in resurrection life. This used to disturb me: if my deepest, most intimate earthly relationship 
won’t be sustained beyond the grave, then what other shocking surprises await me there? For years I’ve 
wondered what we can glean from this unsettling passage, in light of the rest of scripture and our own 
experiences.  
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I’ve come to think that Jesus’s provocative tidbit is additional evidence that change, not stability, is to be 
expected in resurrection life. Our destiny is expansion, ever-increasing expansiveness. We are being guided 
toward a future in which our connection to others is not restricted by intimacy with spouse or lover, or 
loyalty to family or tribe or religion or nationality or species. We’re being guided, I think, toward a mode of 
being in which the enriching good of married love (at its best) is somehow extended to encompass everyone. 
 
I don’t take this message as a reason to denigrate marriage or other intimate relationships; indeed, I suppose 
someday (perhaps far into the future beyond death) we’ll look back on them as crucial, necessary first steps 
for moving us beyond our selfishness (I don’t know about you, but I shudder to think how much more 
selfish I would be if I had not been challenged by marriage and family life). But if heavenly life will be devoid 
of marriage, then we’d do well, here and now, to think of our own intimate relationships not merely as ends 
in themselves but also as instruments—perhaps even exercises—that aid us toward expanding our 
consciousness outward, beyond ourselves, toward the wider world in its vast diversity. 
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Friday, December 2 
 
Luke 20:41-21:4 
Then he said to them, “How can they say that the Messiah is David’s son? For David himself says in the 
book of Psalms, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
David thus calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?” 
 
In the hearing of all the people he said to the disciples, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in 
long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say 
long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
 
He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor widow put in two 
small copper coins. He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; for all of 
them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.” 
 

Mary Ann Hjalmarson 
This passage is part of a series of verbal confrontations between Jesus and temple leaders. Jesus lays logical 
traps for them until they have to stop. However, these leaders are still looking for ways to diminish Jesus in 
the people’s eyes. Jesus continues to make the points he wants the people to hear. First he challenges the 
logic of assuming he is David’s son by quoting Psalm 110, “The Lord said to my Lord …..” It is easier for us 
to grab onto what we think we know than to reach for a new, challenging idea. Then, he clearly criticizes 
religious hypocrisy and entitlement. Continuing his disdain for hypocrisy Jesus tells the story of the widow’s 
offering. 
 
This is one of my favorite Biblical passages. I have always pictured the setting as dark with flickering candles 
or torches. The widow does not have to sneak into the temple nor does she parade up the aisle. All the 
offerings are placed into the treasury, a container shaped like an inverted trumpet to discourage theft. 
Another example of the lack of trust in the everyday people by the temple authorities!  
 
What does it mean to contribute “out of their abundance” rather than to give all? It means the rich can 
continue to rely on themselves rather than depending upon God because they give what they want, not all 
they can. The widow may need to rely on the grace of God even for food and shelter, yet she gives all she 
has. Whenever I try to assess what I would find hardest to relinquish to increase my reliance on God I realize 
I have a lot of release: a home, more than enough to eat, a savings account, a working vehicle and health 
insurance. The tangible things will eventually fade away, so it is easier to imagine living without them, but 
what if God also asks me to give up my family and friends as he did the rich young man or Job? That would 
be truly difficult. So, I fall back to giving what I want rather than what I can.  
 
Thankfully God continues to challenge any complacency I hang onto so there is hope that I can be the best 
person God wants me to be. 
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Saturday, December 3 
 
Luke 21:5-19 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to 
God, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 
another; all will be thrown down.” 
 
They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” And 
he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time 
is near!’ Do not go after them. 
 
“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the 
end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be 
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 
“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and 
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an 
opportunity to testify. So, make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you 
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be 
betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You 
will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will 
gain your souls. 
 

Katie Coleman 
Like most apocalyptic passages, this one has been used badly, to give Jesus a sort of fortune teller street cred–
he predicted the destruction of the temple and it happened! He must be God! – and to terrify people into 
joining Team Jesus, so as to escape the Bad Things That Are About To Happen To Everyone Else. In other 
words, this is read–was read especially in my Evangelical youth during the movement’s Left Behind phase–as a 
veiled threat from the mouth of Jesus, a sort of stick with me or else statement that wouldn’t be out of place 
coming from a mafia boss. Could this really be what Jesus is doing here? 
 
Well, let’s first look a bit at context. Right before this passage, we have a condemnation of teachers of the 
law, who “devour widow’s houses and for a show make lengthy prayers” (Luke 20:47), followed by a 
commendation of the widow who gave what she had, and it amounted to more than what the rich men gave 
(Luke 21:4). Then we jump here, with people talking up the beautiful work they have done on their temple, in 
the service of God. In other words, we have people congratulating themselves on their wealth, their piety, and 
their sweet temple building skills, set in contrast to the simple trust of the widow, and it is against that 
backdrop that Jesus issues this warning. What is the warning, exactly? Well, first, it’s that the work of your 
hands will be destroyed, and then that there will be wars, insurrections, famines, and plagues. This sounds less 
like fortune telling and more like a clear-sighted description of the human condition. What we build does not 
last, and we are subject to the evil we create (wars, insurrections) and the evils of the natural world (famine, 
plague, earthquake). There is no period of history in which this has not been true. So, what to do? This 
passage gives us three clues, three don’ts: 
 

CONTINUES Ø 
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1. Don’t be drawn in by those who claim to save you from these terrible things; they are coming and it 
is beyond human power to stop all of them. Conversely, don’t believe that, because you and your 
society happen to be facing a particular set of terrible things, the time is near. This second one is 
especially hard, because the people claiming that the time is near (say because of nuclear holocaust, 
or climate change) do seem to have a point. Yet texts like this serve as a reminder that imagining your 
generation to be the end point of all of humanity has a long history, and everyone so far has been 
wrong. 
 

2. Don’t be terrified. Wars and insurrections come, but they are not the final word. It isn’t that you 
need to stick with Jesus so you can magically avoid these things (you can’t); it’s that Jesus, looking full 
on at the evil we create and the evil we face, tells us that there is more for us than this. 

 
3. Don’t be prepared. When the Bad Thing happens–the earthquake, the persecution, the war–you 

won’t be completely ready. You can’t be completely ready. This is what the widow–giving all she had 
to live on–knew that the loud-prayers and the temple-builders and the wealth-accumulators didn’t 
know. We can try to shore up our fragility with whatever we’d like, but ultimately, we will be asked to 
endure something–we know not what–and enduring it in trust and love, in confidence that we will 
receive words and wisdom from Christ to support us, will allow us to gain our souls. 

 
Advent is about preparation, but perhaps this Advent is a time to explore what it means to not be prepared, to 
not have the answers or the five-year plan or the fix for the problems that plague us. Perhaps we can work, 
this year, to accept our smallness and fragility in a world that is, and has always been, terrifying. Thus, facing 
our limits, may we give with open hands, knowing that whatever dreadful story the world is telling now, it is 
not the only story, or the final one. 
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Sunday, December 4 
 
Luke 7:28-35 
I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he.” (And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of 
God, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. But by refusing to be baptized by him, the 
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves.) 
 
To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? They are like children 
sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, 
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’ 
 
For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son 
of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!’ Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” 
 

Jeff Diehl 
This passage speaks about different groups of people: tax collectors, Pharisees, lawyers, children, those 
possessed by demons, gluttons, drunkards, and sinners. I suspect that Luke knows that each of these terms 
will conjure a pre-conceived image in the minds of the reader back in the first century. Obviously, John the 
Baptist must be possessed by a demon if he doesn’t drink wine; who in their right mind wouldn’t drink wine? 
But when Jesus eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners, well, he must be a glutton and drunkard; what 
other reason could explain such behavior? I know I engage in this type of thinking every day. This person is 
living on the streets; they must be lazy and a criminal. Or this person is driving an expensive car; they must 
come from a wealthy family and are selfish. The problem is these pre-conceived notions we have about other 
people are almost always negative and hurtful. And they almost always cast us in a better light compared to 
the other people. 
 
So, how are we to change our pre-conceived ideas about other people? The simplistic answer is to “just stop 
it.” I don’t know about you, but this approach rarely works for me. I think a more powerful approach can be 
gleaned out of the last sentence of the passage: “Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” 
Despite all our stereotypes and assumptions about other people, “wisdom,” which I take as the Holy Spirit, 
empowers “all her children” to work as a community to hold each individual accountable to the community. I 
think we’ve all served on committees or gathered in groups where each individual had their preconceived 
notions about the matter at hand. But through conversation and listening, the Holy Spirit reveals a deeper 
wisdom and understanding. This deeper wisdom helps us to dig past the surface assumptions about a person 
and to see them as Jesus would see them, a beloved of God. 
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Monday, December 5 
 
Luke 21:20-28 
“When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. Then those in 
Judea must flee to the mountains, and those inside the city must leave it, and those out in the country must 
not enter it; for these are days of vengeance, as a fulfillment of all that is written. Woe to those who are 
pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress on the earth and 
wrath against this people; they will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken away as captives among all 
nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 
 
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by 
the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ 
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 

Adam Loveridge 
What am I to take from these earth-shattering, apocalyptic passages? Despite my life being relatively safe 
from the intense “fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world,” more than ever before, I do have 
the ability to see and learn about places in the world where events are currently tumultuous and people are 
living through experiences that feel like the end is near. We know about the chaos of famine and drought, 
major refugee crises, the continuing war in Ukraine, and the existential crisis of the pandemic. We can no 
longer ignore the realities of how our consumerism is literally destroying the planet. For many in our world, 
these apocalyptic passages may sound appropriately accurate.  
 
At a very basic level, during this Advent season I find these intense passages invite me to look and see that 
there are places where “the end” does seems very near. And I am invited to also look for where Christ is 
present in those places. Somehow, we are invited to wait, to maybe look directly into the dark places, and 
believe that redemption is drawing near.  
 
This past year I went through a divorce. The dreams and vision of what I thought my life would look like 
completely fell apart. And yet, there has been new life that continues on the other side. Having a connection 
to a faith community didn’t take any of the feelings of death, fear, and pain away. But it did help me walk all 
the way through to the other side, and I’m finding new life. During this Advent season I invite you to 
remember where you have seen redemption draw near and to sit waiting in the places you are still hoping to 
see redemption draw near. 
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Tuesday, December 6 
 
Luke 21:29-38 
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of 
this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out and spend the night on the Mount of 
Olives, as it was called. And all the people would get up early in the morning to listen to him in the temple. 
 

David Ottesen 
This parable of the fig tree takes place just after Jesus has finished telling his disciples of the coming 
destruction of the temple and the desolation of Jerusalem. They, and by extension, we are to be vigilant and 
alert to the signs of the kingdom of God. Signs in Jesus’s time were often disruptions in the natural order in 
addition to social upheavals. It was the province of prophets to interpret these signs for a society in which 
very few people were able to read and write. 
 
In our time, the red climbing rose outside my kitchen window is blooming profusely as if it were mid-summer 
instead of the last week in November. While certainly a beautiful sight to see, it’s another small sign that 
something is out of kilter in nature, and atmospheric scientists, armed with their spectrometers and 
supercomputers, are prophesying the coming desolation of the entire planet. 
 
In this passage of scripture, Jesus is encouraging us to be careful and discerning readers of signs. We are 
surrounded by signs in our culture—written signs abound to help guide us on our journeys, to find what we 
need in shops, to navigate governmental bureaucracies, and even in church to encourage a time of silence and 
prayer before worship services. 
 
Far more abundant and sometimes insidious are the “signs” that are beamed by electronic devices into our 
homes, places of work and transportation. Thanks to the advances of science and technology we are bathed 
in constant messaging. While we can see signs of wisdom, beauty and love, there are far too many signs that 
are thinly veiled versions of the seven deadly sins…often brought to us in gorgeous high-definition color and 
surround sound! 
 
Many people believe that the kingdom of God has already come to humankind and exists all around us. 
Whatever you might think of this, I believe it is our choice and responsibility to be aware of the things taking 
place around us, to keep in mind Jesus’s warning to “be alert at all times,” and to work for the furtherance of 
the kingdom using whatever talents and gifts we have been given.  
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Wednesday, December 7 
 
John 7:53-8:11 
Then each of them went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again 
to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the 
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they 
said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They said this to test him, so that they might 
have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. When they 
kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be 
the first to throw a stone at her.” And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When they heard 
it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing 
before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
She said, “No one, sir.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not 
sin again.” 
 

The Rev. Rob Keim 
Do you wonder what Jesus was writing in the dirt? I do. Today, we have nothing in writing that came from 
the hand of Jesus. All the teachings and sayings of Jesus were written down in the four Gospels about 20-30 
years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. In and of itself, writing in the dirt was probably a common 
occurrence since paper, papyrus, and velum would not have been available. Might Jesus have made a picture 
in the dirt with his finger? Might it be a significant word or phrase? Might Jesus have been listing the sins of 
the accusers, for he knew they must have sins? Be that as it may, whatever he wrote was temporary. Jesus 
might have brushed it out or the wind would have quickly erased it.  
 
The writing in the dirt was temporary, but the teaching is eternal. As human beings we all miss the mark in 
our relationships with God, others, self, and the rest of non-human creation, and we all have the gift of 
forgiveness for what we do wrong. We are forgiven for the big things and for the small things. Without 
forgiveness, guilt and shame keep is shackled to the past and perhaps even cause us to repeat the same 
transgression over and over. But with forgiveness, we have the opportunity to mend our ways and “not sin 
again.”  
 
Though I have never known anyone to complete leave sin, we do have the opportunity to stop doing some of 
the things that get in the way of healthy spirituality. The woman that day received quite a fright. She barely 
escaped with her life, and this may have scared her enough to stop her sins. May we change without that 
threat. Forgiveness is the key, and it is why Jesus taught about it so much. He modeled in this story today and 
after his resurrection. In this time of preparation we call Advent, may we all embrace the eternal gift of 
forgiveness and “not sin again.” 
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Thursday, December 8 
 
Luke 22:1-13 
Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. The chief priests and the 
scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the people. 
 
Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he went away and conferred with 
the chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray him to them. They were greatly 
pleased and agreed to give him money. So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him 
to them when no crowd was present. 
 
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent 
Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat it.” They asked him, 
“Where do you want us to make preparations for it?” “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the 
city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters and say to the owner of 
the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” 
’ He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.” So they went 
and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 

Michele Davenport 
Passover is a holiday – a “holy day” – and as with most holy days, advance work is required before the 
celebration can begin. Jewish preparations for Passover are extensive, including the removal of any food 
containing leaven, obtaining the Passover lamb, and organizing all the symbolic components of the Passover 
meal. There is a reason “prepare” and “preparations” are repeated in this passage. The disciples had work to 
do before Jesus arrived and they could celebrate the Passover meal together.  
 
We, too, have work to do as we prepare in Advent to receive Christ. Amazingly, we know that, as part of 
God’s salvation, Christ has come not only once, but again and again, and wants us to be prepared to receive 
Him. How do we make those preparations? I suspect they require time and quiet and some work, and an 
effort to set aside the seasonal busyness for something more demanding but also more rewarding. 
 
Recently at St. Barnabas we heard a sermon from Dr. Todd Long, which sparked some lively discussion at 
coffee hour after the 8 am service. We shared our individual summaries of Todd’s theme. Mine was a 
question and response: “Would I want to meet me in Heaven?” “If not, perhaps I’d better get to work on me 
here on earth, to try to form myself into someone I would want to meet in Heaven.” I carried both question 
and response away from coffee hour and have frequently returned to them.  
 
Todd, of course, put it much more elegantly, preaching, “God’s salvation is a process by which we are 
transformed from people who are captivated by sin into people who are fit to live in heaven.” May Advent at 
St. Barnabas be a fruitful time of transformation, as we do the work and make the preparations necessary to 
welcome Christ into our homes and hearts.  
 
  



 11 

Friday, December 9 
 
Luke 22:14-30 
When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to them, “I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in 
the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among 
yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes.” Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup 
after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But see, the one 
who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going as it has been 
determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” Then they began to ask one another, which one of 
them it could be who would do this. 
 
A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he said to 
them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 
But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one 
who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the 
table? But I am among you as one who serves. 
 
“You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on 
me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 

Julie Shires 
Passover is a time of remembrance. God “passed over” the homes of enslaved Jews who marked their doors 
with the blood of lambs. It was the last of the 10 plagues inflicted on Egypt. The blood meant that God 
spared the life of their first-born child. Within days, the Jews fled with few belongings and unleavened bread 
for the journey. This annual observance is a reminder of God’s faithfulness, freedom from Egyptian slavery 
and the promise of a new home in a new land. The Israelites certainly felt abandoned by God and wandered 
for 40 more years after that first Passover, wondering if leaving Egypt was a good idea.  
 
The Israelites were frequently reminded by the prophets to remember and await the Messiah. From the 
beautiful book of Isaiah comes tender promises, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you…for I am the Lord your God…your Savior.” Isaiah 43:2-3 
 
In this passage from Luke, Jesus makes it clear that he must first suffer; he will not eat or drink with them 
that night. Instead, he divides the bread and wine among his disciples, giving the Passover a new meaning. 
Our understanding of this Passover supper is found in 1 Corinthians 11:23-32. 
 
Passover is a community remembrance. Symbolically, Passover can also be very personal. It can bring up 
painful and wrenching memories. Years later, we may still find ourselves numb, elated, angry, or questioning 
if there is a God. We can rewrite our own “Passover” story. Imagine a Passover meal with people who love 
and cherish you. Who would you invite? What food would you serve? What memory can you think of that 
presented a difficult time, when you passed through the waters, and you found that God was waiting for you 
on the other side?  
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Saturday, December 10 
 
Luke 22:31-38 
“Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your 
own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” And he said to 
him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not 
crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.” 
 
He said to them, “When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?” They said, 
“No, not a thing.” He said to them, “But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And 
the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in 
me, ‘And he was counted among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.” They 
said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” He replied, “It is enough.” 
 

Rob Dirksen 
Whenever something is repeated twice in Aramaic it’s like adding an exclamation point. It’s done to really 
emphasize what’s being said. For example: “Listen, listen I say unto you” means you better pay attention 
because this is important. The repetition in the first sentence is telling Simon, “Seriously, this is urgent! 
Simon, you are going to be tested!”. Simon will, in fact, fail the test.  
 
Jesus then goes on to tell them that a change is coming, and they need to be ready. He says they didn’t need 
to worry about money before but indicates that they soon will. He said they didn’t need weapons before, but 
difficult times are coming. Times were easier when Jesus walked with them, but Jesus is foreshadowing when 
He won’t be with them and there will be challenges. Jesus knows He’s leaving and his is preparing them for 
His absence. He’s giving them snippets of information of things to come and unfortunately it may not be the 
immediate paradise they’re expecting.  
 
This chapter of Luke is the beginning of the Passion of Christ, something more likely heard during Easter. 
Why then is it being read now when we remember the birth of the Savior? I believe it’s a reminder that even 
though we may fail, like Simon, we can rest in the joy that scripture has been fulfilled in the birth, death and 
resurrection of the Christ. Because of this we are forgiven and now rest in the peace that passes all 
understanding.  
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Sunday, December 11 
 
John 3:22-30 
After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent some time there with them 
and baptized. John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people 
kept coming and were being baptized —John, of course, had not yet been thrown into prison. 
 
Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. They came to John and said to 
him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all 
are going to him.” John answered, “No one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven. 
You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. For this reason, my joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” 
 

Harry Johnson 
This passage, addressing the period during which Christ was performing baptisms in the Judean countryside 
after he had himself been baptized by John, brings to mind a particular baptism of one of my family members 
that was less than memorable. My second grandson was baptized as an infant in 2008 in a rural Methodist 
church in Chesapeake, Virginia. I was present for the baptism and, as is my custom, I took many photographs 
of the happy day. 
 
Shortly after this event, the Methodist minister who officiated at the baptism was involved in a scandal in the 
church. His appointment was terminated, and he was forced to leave the community. As a result, it is difficult 
for me to look back on these photographs or, in fact, my memories of this happy event, without having very 
mixed emotions. To this day, remembering that this person administered the baptism ritual for my grandson 
is upsetting. Also, as a result, my son’s family left the Methodist church and now attend a church that only 
administers adult baptisms. They insisted that my grandson be baptized a second time as a young adult in 
their new church. 
 
I must continually remind myself that baptism is not dependent on who the officiant is at a particular 
occasion. Rather it is an act in which God establishes an indissoluble bond with an individual for the 
forgiveness of sins, either as an individual or through the commitment of his/her parents. It can and should 
be a particularly joyous occasion for the child, parents, and all who are present. Let it be so for all in our 
community of faith. 
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Monday, December 12 
 
Luke 22:39-53 
He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. When he 
reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew 
from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from 
me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” [Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. 
In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the 
ground.] When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and 
he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” 
 
While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading 
them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying 
the Son of Man?” When those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we 
strike with the sword?” Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But 
Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, 
the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. 
But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!” 
 

Matt O’Connor 
Jesus twice tells the disciples, and us, to pray that we may not come into the time of trial. But how many of us 
have been able to escape suffering or distress? It’s just a part of living. The disciples seem to be fully aware 
something is up; they’re said to be “sleeping because of grief.”  
 
Can’t you imagine doing exactly the same thing? If I’m saddened or overwhelmed by what is happening 
around me –– one who I love is suffering, the crazed fabric of society, our Earth’s exploitation…it is truly 
devastating. I can go a little numb, disconnected, and it’s a short trip from there to responding exactly how 
the disciples did, “sleeping because of grief.” But is that really who or what I want to be in the midst of a 
crisis?  
 
Jesus himself prayed that his ordeal might somehow be avoided, knowing with certainty what he was destined 
for. But even then, Jesus defaulted to the thing you and I should always try to remember –– we are not in this 
thing on our own. And we can know this down to our core because we have experienced being loved by 
God, by others, and through the blessings of simply being alive. Someone wrote, “Love is handing oneself 
over in trust,” which broadly describes what God accomplished in creation, but more particularly, applies to 
each of us who have been loved into being. It’s completely personal, you (and I) are the beloved, not because 
it’s God’s job, but because you are lovable. Trust is the ground we stand on in this place, and that ground 
makes us strong, like the angels did for Jesus. And that strength, sustained solely by love, makes it possible we 
too can say, “…not my will but yours be done.” 
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Tuesday, December 13 
 
Luke 22:54-69 
Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at 
a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 
among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with 
him.” But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, 
“You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Then about an hour later still another kept 
insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what 
you are talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and 
looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock 
crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also blindfolded him and kept 
asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” They kept heaping many other insults on him. When day 
came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together, and they 
brought him to their council. They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will 
not believe; and if I question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the 
right hand of the power of God.” 
 

Amy Hart 
This well-known passage about Peter’s denial of Jesus always creates some uneasy feelings: dread at Peter’s 
actions, embarrassment for Peter after the denials, and sometimes a feeling of moral superiority—the idea 
that “I would never do that if I were in that position.” But the reality is that we have likely found ourselves in 
such a position before, feeling pressure and judgement from a group, and we may have also taken the easy 
way out of an uncomfortable conversation at that moment, too. I think the true lesson of this passage is not 
necessarily to shame Peter and promise ourselves we would act better, but to acknowledge that the situation 
Peter found himself in was understandable, common even, and that it didn’t derail Peter from his lifelong 
mission as the Church’s primary apostle. 
 
Peter may have shown some very human weakness, but he did not submit to that weakness or let it define 
him. Instead, Peter is remembered as the founder of the Church, the fountainhead of the papacy, and the 
fearless martyr for Jesus’ cause. Peter learned from his moment of fear and used it to build strength and 
courage for the next phase of his life, where he spread Jesus’ message around the Roman Empire in defiance 
of the threats of imprisonment and death. Perhaps we can learn from Peter that we should not let a single 
moment define us, no matter how shameful or embarrassing that moment may be. We should not think of 
“falling off the wagon” as a final fall, but as an opportunity to climb back up with new lessons learned. 
Because those who have the strength to recover from their mistakes are often the strongest and wisest among 
us.  
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Wednesday, December 14 
 
Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
 who will prepare your way; 
 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight,’” 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Leslie Campbell 
I feel blessed to have received this passage from the Gospels to reflect upon. It is one that stirs me each time 
I read it or hear it read in church. And, for me, it is so appropriate for Advent as well. I am stirred by the 
appearance of John the Baptist, the bearer of the “voice crying out in the wilderness” of whom Isaiah writes. 
I am stirred by this community of seekers, so eager to repent and be released from the bondage of their sins, 
and I am moved by their baptism. I can feel the exultation of their liberation, their hope and faith, and their 
anxious anticipation of their Messiah, the one who will “baptize with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
And I feel the passage is so connected to Advent, because, although it speaks to a different time in Christ’s 
life than we reflect upon during this season, it is about “the beginning” – the beginning of Christ’s ministry 
and of the Good News. It too is about the coming of the Messiah. I believe that we are now this community 
of the faithful. We are of a different time and place and context. But we too expectantly await the coming of 
our Immanuel – who is yet to come, but already among us.  
 
When I was young, I heard the prophet speaking here of a solitary, one-time event and endeavor and of a 
literal path, a road made clear. A messenger came ahead and heralded the Lord, the way was prepared and the 
Lord’s paths made straight. But now I believe that voice still cries out in the wilderness. It cries out to us 
continually. And I believe that the path we prepare and clear for the Lord is not one of sand, soil, and rock, 
but in our hearts.  
 
We perpetually ready ourselves to receive Christ. Some people set aside many hours of the day just for this 
purpose. I cannot say I am one such person. But I do try to prepare the way, the path into my heart and life, 
every day, for the Lord’s presence and guidance. And I call upon the Lord throughout any given day. 
 

CONTINUES Ø 
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How do we prepare the way for Christ into our hearts and lives? This is a process that is as unique for each of 
us as is each of our relationships to God. I believe that we do this through our worship, our prayers, our 
confession of sin, our profession of our faith over and again, by partaking of the Holy Eucharist, through 
contemplation and reflection, and, importantly, through our actions. And, as I have learned through 
Centering Prayer practice with others, through our consent. God is always with us and desires to do what is 
God’s will and work in us. Christ is always ready to actively engage with and be present to us. We need only 
provide our intention, attention, and open the door to our heart.  
 
As we anticipate and await Christ’s coming into the world this holy and sacred season, speak to the Lord. 
Invite Him into your heart and He will come. 
 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if anyone hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 

and will sup with him, and they with me.” Rev. 3:20 
 

“Speak to Him thou, for He hears, and Spirit with Spirit can meet. Closer is He than breathing, and nearer 
than hands and feet.” Sir Alfred Lord Tennyson 
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Thursday, December 15 
 
Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight.’” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 

Stephen R. Lloyd-Moffett 
Chronologically, this passage reflects a period before Jesus’ ministry begins, when John is sharing the good 
news that Jesus is coming. He tells the people that a beacon of love and light is about to be revealed by our 
good God. Oh wait. No he doesn’t. He says that we better repent and certain folks (that we should 
righteously insult) will face “the wrath to come …unquenchable fire.” I wish John would have preached love 
and acceptance. Maybe he would have if he swapped the camel hair for cashmere and the locusts for farm-to-
table. But he didn’t and in these (literally) dark days before the Nativity, we need to grapple with this passage. 
 
John’s ministry begins with the same call to repentance with which Jesus’ begins. The term we translate as 
repentance is metanoia in Greek. This word has two parts: meta means change (as in metamorphosis, to change 
form). Noia, the second part, comes from the Greek nous, which is usually translated as “mind” in most 
translations but really is a faculty of the human person that filters our sense perceptions. Thus, repentance in 
Greek is the idea of re-orienting the way we see the world. When John and Jesus call on us to repent, the 
context is not juridical but transformational. He is asking us to choose to refocus on the life-giving parts of 
our world rather than the life-denying ones; to remember the gifts God has given us, rather than the things 
we wish we had; to restore the original beauty of the vision of Eden, where God is found in everything, 
always. A life of repentance involves a continual reframing of our existence to see the world through the lens 
of Christ’s love rather than our own baggage, the consumerist ideals we see on TV, or the antagonism that 
marks our political realm. God’s message through John is that Christ comes into focus when we change 
where we look. 
 

CONTINUES Ø 
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John’s message is also an eternal warning for some: prepare for the fire! How does one reconcile this 
bombastic rhetoric about God’s harsh judgment (axes! winnowing forks!) with the loving spirit of the One to 
come? Let’s put God’s judgment in a wider context: God continues to send his love upon all people, all the 
time, for eternity. In God’s “judgment,” what changes is not God’s love but rather the person receiving that 
love. The analogy that the ancient Christian fathers use is the rays of the sun: they fall upon all of us, equally. 
But for some people, they are received as warmth and life-giving but for others they burn and blind. Likewise, 
for some, laying out in the beach is a suntan and for others it is a brutal sun burn. The rays of the sun are the 
same, but the person receiving the rays is different.  
 
Some are prepared to bear the rays of God’s love; some are not but God is not choosing who to send the rays 
of grace unto. It is not like God is saying, “I like this person because he believes in me and I don’t like that 
person because he denies me!” Rather, he shares his warming grace upon us all equally, it just some people 
embrace that grace, dwell within in, and find healing and hope in that grace. Others block that loving grace or 
are so unprepared for it, that it feels like burning. The rays are always the same. John is just sharing the sun in 
this passage with language designed to grab our attention. 
 
These are difficult but rewarding passages during this advent season. But as we prepare for the Light of the 
Nativity, let us remember that God’s love wins out over the darkness and every message is ultimately a story 
of love. 
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Friday, December 16 
 
Matthew 11:2-15 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what 
you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 
me.” 
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness 
to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied 
until John came; and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 

Sheila Miller 
As I read Matthew 11:2-15 I wondered how it related to Advent, to the birth of Christ and to me. I did some 
research, acknowledging that I am anything but a biblical scholar, I gave it much thought and realized that 
being able to write on this was a gift given and that the only thing I had to do was choose to accept it. 
 
John, we see did not live without doubt, he did not have pure certainty. He sends his disciples out to ask 
Jesus “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus does not respond with a direct 
answer of yes but describes what he has done. Having heard the answer from the disciples how did John 
receive their message? Did it raise more questions, did it comfort him, did it provide the strength he needed 
to endure? The fact that Matthew does not answer these questions is a reminder of how we live by faith. 
 
Many years ago, I asked a Priest how to respond to questions from others as to why I go to church and 
believe the way I do. He said that I could simply tell them that I had been given the gift of faith. He went on 
to explain that all are given this gift at baptism but at that point, this faith is not complete, mature, or whole, 
but simply a beginning. In my life I have found that this gift of faith can ebb and flow and that it must be 
nurtured so that it can grow and mature. 
 
As we prepare for the gift of the Christ Child let us all bask in the miracle of faith.   
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Saturday, December 17 
 
Luke 3:1-9 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler 
of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
 Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
 and the rough ways made smooth; 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
 

Rachel L. Mann 
When the author of the Gospel of Matthew tells this story, he clarifies that John directs his harsh admonition 
calling out the "brood of vipers" at folks with the most power and wealth, that is, the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. Their venom was their complicity in a system of domination and oppression. 
 
The author of Luke gives the rest of the crowd no escape in this telling, which we read today. Everyone is the 
offspring of venomous snakes. And no one can fall back on the privilege of their ancestral connections to 
shield them from the consequences of their actions. 
 
What are we to make of this? 
 
I don't know about you, but so far, I've avoided thinking too hard about the biological process by which one 
dies from the venom of a viper. It turns out that viper venom is "hemotoxic," which means it affects the 
blood, circulatory system, and heart. It affects the very system that carries life in the form of oxygen to every 
cell in our body. A viper's fangs are hinged, staying hidden away behind their snaky jaws until just the 
moment they strike their prey. 
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I've also long avoided thinking too hard about any system of domination and oppression in which I may be 
complicit. But systems of White supremacy, colonialism, racism, classism, sexism, etc. do exist, despite much 
effort to keep them hidden like hinged fangs behind a smiling reptilian face. They are systems that bleed the 
life out of those they strike. 
 
And now, along comes John to throw some water on us and alert us to the danger and harm we both 
knowingly and unknowingly inflict on others. 
 
If there is a path toward hope here, perhaps it's that in, and through, and because of the coming Christ, we 
can evolve and transform into a new, less venomous creation. One that lays low systems of oppression so 
that all may flourish. Let us join in preparing the way. 
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Sunday, December 18 
 
John 3:16-21 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. 
 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.” 
 

Kris A. Vardas 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. 
 
This verse tells us about the unconditional love that God has for his creation. It teaches us about the sacrifice 
God made for us and helps us to understand the eternal implications of being a follower of Jesus. John 3:16 is 
a promise that affirms the hope we have as Christians that there is enteral life waiting for those who believe in 
Jesus. It is especially important in the Advent season when we prepare for and celebrate the birth of Christ. 
God sent his beloved Son as the perfect sacrifice. It is through the death and resurrection of Jesus that we are 
saved, redeemed, and set free from sin and death. We are promised eternal life.  
 
There is hope found in Jesus. We are loved and we can spend eternity in God’s presence. We live in a world 
that is chaotic, messy, and oftentimes challenging. We experience disappointment, suffering, and pain in our 
lives and oftentimes are confronted with challenges that require resilience. This verse guides us to find peace, 
comfort, and hope.  
 
During this Christmas time, it is important to be thankful for what we have and to share our gratitude with 
our friends, family, and those around us. Many in our community and in the world are struggling. People are 
suffering with poverty, war, strife, and isolation. As Christians, we need to share God’s unconditional love 
and hope.  
 
Merry Christmas. 
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Monday, December 19 
 
John 5:30-47 
“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, because I seek to do not my own 
will but the will of him who sent me. 
 
“If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who testifies on my behalf, and I know 
that his testimony to me is true. You sent messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. Not that I accept 
such human testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, 
and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works 
that the Father has given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father 
has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice 
or seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom he has 
sent. 
 
“You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on 
my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept glory from human beings. But I know 
that you do not have the love of God in you. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; if 
another comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you believe when you accept glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? Do not think that I will accuse 
you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you believed Moses, you 
would believe me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what 
I say?” 
 

Bob Taylor 
“I can do nothing on my own.” 
 
When our Lord opens with a line like that, what can I possibly claim about my belief in him? I certainly have 
not attained my faith on my own. I have no direct path to divine revelation. My beliefs rest on the three-fold 
support of scripture, tradition, and reason. 
 
Jesus chided those who searched the scriptures for salvation. They set their hope on Moses. Some people 
today search the scriptures and set their hope on the words on the page, the verses they have committed to 
memory. I have studied the scriptures, too, but I see a much different message when they are viewed as a 
whole from this side of the resurrection. They provide an additional witness that we should place our trust in 
the Word made flesh who dwelt among us. 
 

CONTINUES Ø 
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Traditions can be both good and bad. Some say their beliefs are inspired by creation. Yet, although we all 
inhabit the same world, different people have different beliefs about it. Some people have accepted Jesus; 
many have embraced false prophets. For two millennia there have been people who put their faith in Jesus of 
Nazareth. They may differ about many of the details, but they hold tight to this core belief. I am fortunate to 
have been born into a Christian family. When I make my profession of faith here at St. Barnabas, I do so with 
the words “We believe,” not “I believe.” Ours is a community belief. But ours is not a universal community. 
 
Reason is a step I must undertake on my own. I consider myself a very rational person; yet I find that, in 
matters of faith, reason alone comes up lacking. Logic can reach a true conclusion only if its premises are 
true. Only scripture and tradition can provide such a starting point. So here I am. My belief comes from 
scripture and the tradition of our church community. I can do nothing on my own. 
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Tuesday, December 20 
 
Luke 1:5-25 
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order 
of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous 
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had 
no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 
 
Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according 
to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the 
incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel 
of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and 
fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or 
strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of 
Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, 
and my wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my 
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things 
occur.” 
 
Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did 
come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept 
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
 
After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said, “This 
is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have 
endured among my people.” 
 

Joy Fisher 
This story reminds me so much of the story of Hannah in 1 Samuel. Both women were unable to conceive in 
a society where a woman’s primary value was her ability to birth children. I cannot imagine the grief and 
shame these women suffered. In the Old Testament, people believed that if you were faithful to God, he 
would bless you with success in life. (I know people who still expect that today.) I imagine people questioned 
their faithfulness and blamed them for their failure. They were excluded from others simply by not 
experiencing the joys and struggles of parenthood. This is a reminder for each of us to give ourselves and 
others grace. We often think we and others are failures when we cannot live up to society’s expectations. We 
must remember that we can only do what we are able to do, and that is enough. Our abilities are enough. The 
abilities of others are enough, even if it seems to us they should be able to do more. 
 

CONTINUES Ø  
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It is impressive that both these women did not become bitter. Instead, they were able to remain faithful to 
God. Sometimes our faithfulness is never rewarded with the success we desire. In their cases, both women 
were able to conceive. Not only that, but their children also became game changers in the Christian faith. 
Samuel went on to create the kings of Israel. John the Baptist went on to baptize Jesus. Their mother’s 
modeling and teaching of faith surely played a huge part in this. I cannot imagine the depth and richness of 
faith their mothers developed over their lives. They each had a deep relationship where they brought their 
struggles and pain to God and trusted in his faithfulness. May we do the same with our pain and struggles this 
Christmas season. Bring it to God and stay faithful and hopeful. 
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Wednesday, December 21 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Janis Johnson 
This story of the angel Gabriel's announcement to Mary that she would bear the Son of God is perfectly 
captured in one of the most hauntingly beautiful carols in our hymnal “The angel Gabriel” #265, also known 
as Gabriel’s Message.  
 
The tune is an old Basque folk carol with roots going back to a 13th Century Latin carol Angelus Ad 
Virginem. The Basque carol Birjina gaztetto bat zegoen was collected by Charles Bordes, a French music 
teacher and composer, in the late 1800’s and soon after paraphrased in English by Sabine Baring-Gould, an 
Anglican priest and folk song collector who had spent a winter as a boy in the Basque country.  
 
The imagery is vivid - “His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame”, “Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her 
head”, “In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn”, etc. The melody is haunting and rhythmic. The refrain at the 
end of each verse “Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!” is wonderfully fun to sing and stays in your head long 
after you have sung it! We sing the carol every year following this Lesson at our annual Festival of Lessons & 
Carols. This year our Choral Scholars will sing a lovely arrangement.  
 
There are many wonderful interpretations from King’s College Cambridge, Sting (his If On A Winter’s Night 
album), Moya Brennan (her An Irish Christmas album), The King’s Singers, Charlotte Church, Libera, Jars of 
Clay, Aled Jones, to instrumental - harp, recorders, violin, even hurdy-gurdy. Go to YouTube and enjoy a 
listen!  
 

CONTINUES Ø 
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Here is the lovely and poetic retelling of the story from our hymnal:  
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;  
"All hail," said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary,  
Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 
 
2 "For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be,  
All generations laud and honour thee,  
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,  
Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 
 
3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,  
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said,  
"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name."  
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 
 
4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born  
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,  
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say  
"Most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 
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Thursday, December 22 
 
Luke 1:39-56 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 And Mary said, 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
 His mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
 He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
 He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 
 

Georgianna Gleason 
In the verses preceding this hymn, Mary is visited by the angel Gabriel who announces that she, a virgin, will 
bear God’s son. Although Mary is astonished at this news, she accepts it and then visits her relative Elizabeth 
who is also pregnant. Together, they rejoice and Mary recites what we call the Magnificat. Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Lutheran pastor, theologian, and martyr executed by the Nazis, called the Magnificat “the most 
passionate, the wildest, one might even say the most revolutionary hymn ever sung.” 
 
Just think of it, an unmarried peasant girl, living in Roman occupied Israel proclaims that the mighty shall fall, 
the hungry will be fed, and that the lowly shall be lifted up. Who would imagine that centuries later we would 
still remember and recite these words? This is not the meek and mild Mary so often portrayed in art. This is 
the revolutionary Mary as shown in one of the works of artist Ben Wildflower defiant, with a fist upraised 
(https://benwildflower.com/products/magnificat-print). 
 
I hope that this Advent we won’t just celebrate the dutiful Mary, but witness to the revolutionary heroine 
rejoicing in the fall of the powerful and the triumph of the lowly.  
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Friday, December 23 
 
Luke 1:57-66 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his 
father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this 
name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and all 
these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered 
them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 
 

Steve Jerrick 
Zechariah was Devout Jewish priest of the Jerusalem temple and father of John the Baptist. As John the 
Baptist's father, Zechariah played a key role in God's plan of salvation because of his righteousness and 
obedience. God worked a miracle in his life to provide a herald to announce the coming of the Messiah. 
 
Zechariah's wife Elizabeth would give birth and they were to name the baby John. But Zechariah was 
doubtful because of his and his wife's old age. Because of his lack of faith that their prayers would be 
answered, the Angel Gabriel struck him deaf and mute until the child would be born. Gabriel said John 
would be a great man who would lead many to the Lord and would be a prophet announcing the Messiah. 
Zechariah's story is the importance of faith. God waited years to answer the doubting Zachariah and 
Elizabeth’s prayers, to demonstrate to us that the impossible birth was a miracle.  
 
Sometimes in life, good and bad circumstances choose you. You may have prayed for an opportunity, but 
never expected in your heart to have the prayer answered. Or, a situation, which you never believed nor 
wanted, is here. You didn’t ask for it. Nevertheless, here you are, having to deal with it. Sometimes in life, you 
do not have a choice. Acceptance can be very difficult, even with a blessing. In the case of Zechariah, he was 
told by the Angel Gabriel that he was going to be the father of John the Baptist, and yet he still did not 
believe. He did not have faith. It can be difficult to accept events that occur in our lives, bad or good. It takes 
faith to accept what life (that is, God) offers, and then to make the best of it. Faith is the difference. God can 
and does work in our lives in spite of any circumstance, AND, sometimes, in spite of ourselves.  
 
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 
God.” Mark 10:27— King James Version (KJV 1900).   
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Saturday, December 24 
 
Luke 1:67-80 
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
 and has remembered his holy covenant, 
 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
 to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
 before him all our days. 
 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 By the tender mercy of our God, 
 the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to 
Israel. 
 

Dan Hooper 
This passage is one of the major canticles or biblical songs appointed in regular worship. Used since ancient 
times, the Benedictus found its permanent place in the Book of Common Prayer during Morning Prayer, but also 
published in hundreds of hymn books from countless Christian denominations. 
 
The back story is more ancient. It mentions Abraham (the father of Judaism, Christianity and Islam), and 
draws on the language of the Psalms and the prophet Isaiah. Although we can’t know for certain, it is likely 
this song predates the writing of Luke’s Gospel along with the other canticles in his work, the Magnificat and 
the Nunc Dimittis (all three of which are part of the larger “Christmas story”). 
 
We should not miss the messianic language. Zechariah begins by expressing joy and praise to God that the 
long-awaited, divine promises are about to come to fruition. This joy and praise are built upon hope and 
unwavering faith. The second half is addressed to Zechariah’s own infant son John, certain to be a prophetic 
forerunner of God’s Anointed, the Savior. 
 

CONTINUES Ø 
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But let’s not be too sentimental about this or “spiritualize” what the canticle says. Zechariah’s praise is 
grounded in the hope and faith that God Almighty is acting in our present world of pain, suffering and 
struggle. Zechariah knows the “holy history” of God’s people, he recalls ancient prophetic longing for this 
very moment, when salvation, mercy, rescue and peace will at last come to a people who for generations have 
longed for these things. 
 
In our times we know that these are things still hoped and longed-for by oppressed people in our own society 
and around the world. In this season we are mindful of the ghastly war in Ukraine, refugees, widespread 
hunger, homelessness, endless pandemic, constant gun violence and angry resentments in our country. As we 
pray and sing this Canticle, we know exactly what Zechariah meant, and we pray in hope for the same divine 
promises today. 
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Sunday, December 25 
 
John 3:31-36 
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks 
about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and 
heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is 
true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father 
loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever 
disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath. 
 

Deacon Susan Arnold 
Today we are celebrating. Today is often called the happiest day of the year for Christians. And well it should 
be! Today our savior Jesus Christ was born two thousand-ish years ago. 
 
To express our joy, we wrap ourselves in fine array by decorating our homes and towns inside and out with 
bobbles and lights and ribbons, by wrapping gifts in special paper and bows to surprise loved ones, by baking 
and roasting to fill the air with sweet and savory aromas, and by singing songs and hymns inspired by our love 
and traditions. We each have our own family traditions of how we employ all these fancy dressings, but we all 
have one very important tradition in common. This is our Lord's birthday, so we gather as a larger 
community of faith in worship and thanksgiving for what the birth of Jesus meant for the whole world. 
 
And that is what we are--a community of faith that has accepted the testimony of the One who came from 
above who speaks the word of God. I say that in present tense because Jesus spoke not only the word of 
God then; he speaks it now. As we gather in his name, we are certifying that the testimony of his birth, life, 
death, and resurrection is true. The way of Jesus Christ is the way of love that gives eternal life.  
 
All our tinsel and ribbon are mere earthly pleasures without the recognition that Jesus Christ, born today, is 
our hope, our past, our present, and our future. We celebrate with wonder the great joy that is ours because 
God loved us so much that he sent his only Son into the world, born as a baby boy to show us Earthly beings 
that wondrous love that comes from heaven. 
 
Merry Christmas Everyone!  
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